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"NEW BOOKS

OX THE Pricm

by Nevil Shute
{Helnemann)

hia book is ap hospat, maber amd ap to a

point realfstic and sosndly bassd attempt
81 = movel on the thems of the now peagible
*od of buman Life om Earth through the high-
level atwospherie radisaclivity following a
fall scaie thermameurlgar wsr, It dassrves
credit as the firat work of fictlion Lo de-
a¢ribe quch a gitustiaon corfectly =a we koow
it may be, withant ramhlimg off into m chae
abool monstroma mulatfions, lwaimons radinact-
ive ermters and so ferth. It ahowa an uba-
deratanding of geopalitieal realitiss, and
af the real danger points in Intermational
temafona, which pravide u welcome combrmat
to Lhs maive politieal cobceptn of moat writ-
era wha have approatbed the Lheme of fut-
are conflict of arma, and in particular te
Lhe patrialic sfficial parsnoin sxhibited by
— for fnatames — Fat Framk, Cyril Rarnbluts,
Thasdors Dubaias, Robert Shafer, Philip ¥ylia,

At ths same time, therc ia wuch here ta
aupport the viewthat K, S, Narwmay weald have
done betier to atich tg the asronautieal on-
glnsering far which ha bod ondombied talent
than to turm La writing movela.

The bosk epwxns, significantly, when all
ths azbooting ia ovars Lhe war that Began with
seversl irresponaihle smal]l matioms lawoch-
ing sneah atomic attacha, imusdiately srupted
iate paslc-strichen retaliationagainat thelir

vietims' other cormlien, thea fnto a frantic
race for each power to put ambitics into of-
fect and beat ite rivala to the dravw. The

Baln atruggle, af tourae, saca fighting waae
vall wnder way, wnn Lhe longent to comlinue,
lang after the whale world was alriady doom—
ed te radiation pofganing, the mulmal exterm-
ination of the Lwo major povers with most e
galm by one anather'a downfall, Rmasfam and
Chimase Commmniapm. dfter that, it wms oaly
s matter af time as the uninhabitahle arsas
apraad to eovar all of Earth. What ma left
af Europs and imarica want, tLhem thoro wax
oenly the Seutharn Remisphere ... Avatrnlla and

Kew Zealand would be the laat Lo go, lisger—
Iog on for twa or thras yaara,
And then .., sand than mothing. Cnly ths

usedifying pictura of o Eroup of sninteresting
peonla spathetically busingan-—as-wswallag and
politely avoiding the subjeetl as far an pou=—
aible. Inthe middle c¢haptlers there {a soms ra-—
11eY from the gegeral mgualy bored fatalipm
18 & submarine North Pacifie reconual ssances

then back La the drasfng resa. Ths idea of a
esaled abolier in Anlareiies for a faw yesars
t3)1 the radicactivity drops smsugh for aafa-
ty ia mentioned, snd dismissed as not warth
Lrying. 1f this 1a the human raes, "= Eam
only agree,

da & warning, fair. 2a s asvel, ma.
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PRISONER IN TEE SEULL

by Charlea Dye
(Corgs Bocka - papar)

Chr!ul Dye s the antbor of this, and we

have aince wondered why. The begimning
quarter of the book reads asm though he real-
Iy meant i1, as thongh hia imteationss vers
Lta srila & good sciemce fictien navel. The
fallowing three quartars were throwm im far
lavghs, if yow caw laugh at hlood am avery
page: murder, wugring, sapping, dwmping,
poinsning; atumning, atabbing, and se an inta
the bloody might. Somebow it ia all vaguely
confeeted with a beawtiful sosmm  hest om
saving the world and maintainleg Lhe atatas
qua of & macs colony.

= ¥ilsom Tucker

SCIENCE IN FICTION

edited by J.C. and A.E.M. Paylina
(Pilot Pooka, Unkvaraity of Londem
Freas)

A:ollullnl pressmeably meamt to be waed

ta lives mp high schoal Englinh, mlaaing
ihat mark as wull ma falling in genernl ap—
paal. Thers ia ome tomplete short atory,
H. G, ¥ells' "The Star®, and e¢leven apiscden
from booka, moally all toa familiar to all
SF readera, and for thot matiter Lo tha aver-
age litarale mdult. The bosks vwisitad are
Clarke'a "Prelude Lo Spaca~; Laclan'a “Yrue
Story®) Swift's "Third Yoyage af Golliver=;
Puyle®s “The Loat ¥arld®| Mercier'a “Jowrnal
of the Year 2440°; fayin' “Out of the Silent
Flanst™) Wella' ="The Food af the Goda") Sea-
mark's "Tha dverging Ray™; Verma'a "20,000
Leagurs Uader the Sea™) Yyvdham's "Dmy af
the Triffida| and Korthrup-Facudomam's "Zorn
Ls Fighty~. The inteation was good, baut the
approach la wrozg, all wreng.

SCIDICE AND PICTION

by Patrick Moare
{Barrap)

n%non 18 om mstranemer, a Follow of Lhe
&% royal latranomfcal Saclety und ajas of
the Aritiah Interplanetary Saciety, muthor
of asme popular sstromcmical books an well
me moMa monumd Lechaical work. Ya is alao a
hack writer who bas written meme juvemile SP
books. Put thess are not mfficient qualif-
leations to write a bhook about scfence fic-
tiem, and Lise resulting bessk fu a theroughly
bad book.

It ts ol = complotely bmd loak,
Ledly. The First feur chaplars, which covar
the smelant background aad the 1Tth to [Oth
Cantury forermmmers, 1ibhen Yarms and Yalla,
4fe mot ¥ery prafound bwt they ara & reasen—
sbly sdeguaie bird's oye vigw of all Lhe
beat knows Jandmsrks. Batlsy, Nicalacn, Lay,
Oove, Clarke and otdera have cavered it ail
bafare, buwt this account ia & fair introdwe-

tion. {Contd, p. 1)

admit-



ACIENCR pICTION NEWL

by FORRFSYT J. ACKFRMAN

\Nfor 1'm mad. 1°'ve juat sowm a picture ao
d bad you conlda'tl pay me ta amft tLhrw it
== fortumately 1 =aw iL free: iil dido't cosl
sa anylhing — anly =y ssaity, Thin lneff-
able inamity has a pame, and ] vant you ta
remember ft, sothat if you ever sncanmter it
you can flee in Lhe opponfte direction an
the the Momater of Loch Nemn, the Nightmnre
from the Nebmla snd iLhe Colosanl Tax Callect—
ar were all sparling at your hesls. Filmed
an Vomater an the s itwns relcaned mndor
Lthe title of Teenage Honster.

Batlh teepazeras and sonsters have besn
maligmed by Lthia crude crud. Teenngera of
Lthe world, unite! Wonstera of other worldg,
manat! MNescend an the perpelrators of this
pallid puerile patbailimg piffle! Norsavhip—
ning ls Laa good for the producers they
should be monster—shipped.

Tocoage Monmlar Laksaplacs ahout & han-
dred years ago, when | rather awapectl it wus
filmed. The monater-boy speaks a0 unintol-
ligibly that 1 thimk they task him out of am
ald ailemt plcture and dubbed in  his valce —

im what language, I dan’'t kmow. Brolen Fag-
Liah, I gueas,
Here fa what you will mima by avoid-—

ing Teensgs Mapater. A flaming matear in the
beginming af e picturs sxplodes om hittiog
the grousd and kmacka s little boy mnconsci=-
ous, blackening op hall hia face iam tha pra-
coam. Kext we nex bhim soven yearas later,
loaking not 14 but abowt 140, Fvem after he
diacovers & rich vain aof gold are for his
doting mather, they can't sesm ta afford a
pair of sheep snheara to tidy up his bair and
face a bit. Ma mighin't have beco such a
bad looking manater If he'd got rid of that
wolfmam‘s mane, but that mess of unkeapt
vhiskera and wig would be enough Lo turs amy
tecnager imto a monster, A face like that,

anly a barber cauld love — or Mom, who Ia
propared to overlook hia firat faur pr five
sedse]leun murders] but after that ghe begins
to fear he might be fulling into bad bahaw—
for pattarms. She Lriss to get him Lo atay
im Bis bedrocm and play sith = comaly weneh
sbo s blackmsiling her, but he breaka proa—
imes llke hin wietima' backa. Even tho I
atayed awake to the bitler o2d, and have &
bitter sx-friend she waa with me to prove it,

I can’t remsumber haw the hlasted thing emnd-
ed, Sometlimsa nature is werciful amd blots
aut memories too pminful to bear.

The same company mmde in From

Plansi Arous, showing that Lheycam make other
than atrocious films: it's merelypretty bad.

The le ¥ features Robby, the robat
rouneabant of thiddes Plapet, and an im-

vinible cant and me aleg would bava impraov-
ed Lthis migserable fianca. My guestion im:
vhom ¢an ] swe far iaflietiom of ecrwel and
mauasal pusiabment? -

NEW ZEALAND
REPORT

hy ROGER HORROCES

Scltl:u ficlion aewms to be booming here In
KZ atL Lhe moment. For example, |1 find
duchland alone bas thrae bockshopa special-
faipng in SF, two rumning larga librarian,
the third boldimg samasing atocks of sccond-
hand magazinea. All the largsr tookahops
atack Britiahbooka, ar Americam pochetbooka
— all Ballantine, Ace, Memtar and ailmilar
Litlea are readily available, and iL i re-
ported that am aditise af Siar SF, ner mag-
aiine adited by Prederik Pnsl. vill ba ap
aala hare.

y ovn firat bosk, au mam~ficliom PA abami
@ & patellitea mnd space Lruvel, will be pab-
linhed moom by A. D, Orgem Ltd. of Auckland.
I wau ahle to work im quite a few references
to the SP flauld. 1'11 be very interested Lo
see haw it salla — heeldes the abviows reaa-
sen for my interest it ahould provide aome
mart of an Indicatiom af the probable sale
of a NI seieace fictiom magarine, {I am hop—-
ing that a loeal publicher might ascen atart
ope, which will really he a atep farward,)

A_ mes SF ¢lub has been formed in Auckland:
LA GPAC, or SF Auckland Circls. Formarly
Lhare had been twn Lhe Auchland Space Clubaad
the Auckland SF Club, Hawever, bolh bad be-
come outmoded, and in any case L acemed
allly Lo have two sgparate gromps im the ana
city., Se it ia nav intended that SFAC ahould
combine Lhe remmsnta. The nav club alrsady
has its own library and sagazine, Kiwlfan.
Aoyone Interasted cam got mare imfermation
from me ot |8 Hazelmere Roand, Mewnt Albert,
Aucklapd 5¥Wl. Tennttended the inaugural maet-
ing, imcluding gueatl Druce Purm from Welliog-
ten.

Sonnl weeks aga 1 gave a talk on SF aver
radio statiem 1YA. It wan Children'a
foak Week, amd | was imvited nlomg ta apeak
on the ¢hildren's aeassion. Amother Anckland
fan, Joha Mcl.eod, reviewsd asome juwemile SF
books, amd 1 contributed a talk on S5F, fan
clubs gte, ¥e vera ashed a owmber af tha
cenventional gqueations by Noslima Prichard,
the young lady vha ras the sessiom. The talk
was almad at Lhe B-14 age growp. Well, f{t
may indnce a fow of the 1ittla blighters ta
grav up ta ba fana.

I-cldanhlly, Mary Elwys Patehelt, writar
of children's SP baoka ("Kidmappera of
Space™ sle) viafted NI late last yaar, and
thers was a very {though =nfntentionally ue)
amusing report im the HZ r". ¥eakly. The
term “Children's aciaenes ctian™ Lhrosughaul
the acrticle was takes aa aymonymous with
atreight SF.



“SPACE TRAVEL

PART T¥O
(lu the first part of thia article, Mr.
Clarke cansidered Lhe non—mechaniatic idean
for imterplanetary flight found in Lhe ear—

lleat storiem and ¢ontimning ma Lhe narmal
approsch omtil moderm acfestifie thought be-
gam Lo replace it o the 17th and 18th Cent-
frjss -- magic, demana, paychic powara, via=
tona, satural foreew, birds, plamstary col-
Yimions.)

Tlu firat machanjeal attempin at flight —

in the atmasphere or abavs iL —  wers, af
codras, made wilth artificial winga. Since
the sarly wrilers did mot reslise Lbat the

alr extended for only & fer miles from the
Earth, they assumed that If ons could fly at
all then it wauld only be a mattor of a Iit-
Ltle sxtra effori toa go Lo the moan. Lncian
waed tLhin ides I8 him aecand atery, “lcara-
Wsmippua®., Menippus romaved ooe wing from a
vilturr and ope from an eagle, and deapita
the resuliant saymmetric thrust avecagded in
reaching mot only the Mosn bul alua the Sum,

To Cyruasme da Bergerac, howeaver, wust go
the credit bath for rirat applying Lhe reck—
et to apace travel, and, smch mare awteninh-
fog, far inveating the ram Jot — & priority
vhieh 1 do oot think has bhitherio been
cogmised. In his aecond atteamtad
Lbs Moom {the firat attempt, waing
of daw, had been unasccesaful and he had
come dowm {m Camsada) Cyrame toak off from
tho Earth im & “Flying Charlat= fsatooned
with fire-crackera. No detsiled daseriptisn
af the apraratus ia avaflable, but from what
ve mov know af erhauwst valocitiea and maas
ratias the performance [a most remarkahle.

re—
Lrip to
battles

Cyrano's laal atteapl at faterplanetary
Flight ia, 1 think, ths moat intereating arnd
the mast scientific, The flying machine he
svalved conniated of & Inrge, light box, mir-
tight axcepl for a hola nt either end, and
tmilt af coanve: burning glassss to focusm the
sunlight into ita imterior. Aa a resanlt, the
heated sir §a tho chamber would oxpand and
eacane Lhreaugh 2me nozele, tonbtinnally being
feplaced through the othar. sa Cyrano pat its

“1 foresaw very woll, that the vacaity that
wanild happen im the lconabedron, by ressan af
the anabeoms wmited by the convex glamsas,

sould to f11] up the apace attract a grast
abmndance of air, whorsby my box would be
carrled upy agd that propertijensbly as 1

meumted, the ruahing wind that shauld fares
it through the kale ... muat seeda force it
upon high."

Making allowancs for Lhe quaimtness of
the laeguage, thia is serprisipgly 1ika some
kind of rum jet. However, Cyramo'a spaculat~
fams were Bo more thas brilliant flakes, far

he had o  real understanding of the forces
* From the Jeo 1 of rnianet-
ary Society, by comricay o e Saciely.

ACIERECL FICTIOX XEWIl

in fact and fietion
v Arthur C. Clarke

bhe was tryiog La demeribe. lodeed, his idas
Lhat "Nalure abhors s vacusm®™ made him immg-
ime that it would be the air rushimg iats
the lawer orifice Lthat wonld prupel him veh-
icle upwardal Fui he did at least realiue
that the thruet would fall off with Lhe =lt—
itude,

Sith the distavery aof ths forcasof elec—
tricily and maguetism mev ponaibilitiss vere
opebed wp to writera, but om the shale Lhay
scemsd to take 1ittle advantage of them, Cy-
rana (he sesms to have tried everylhing omce)
did make the prophat Eli jah ascend ta Ueaven
by takiag = lodeatone amd a “very light ma-—
chine of lram~, sitting in Lhs lattar and
throwing the lodentlonos into the air) the iron
chariol wasm attracted to it, and the prophet
repeated the sperntiom mntil, prasumasahly,
St, Pater was able ta givehinm & belning hand,

The moat Cfamous of all
drives vehiclea iw, af couras, Swift's fly-
ing faland of laputa, 43 miles in diameter,
which was propelled by an snormaoa Jodestame
pointed to give aay roquired direction aof
flight, lapata, bavever, lies ountsids anr
torms of reference an {t was earth-bound and
cenld mot fly very far from the mainland be
Beath i,

mageotically

Magnetiam wan alao waed Iim a such later
stlory, “The Caomguest of the Moom” (1894) by
Aodre laurie. In thism am fron mountsinm wee
lurned into a vamil alactromagmel for the pur—
pass af palling dowm Lhe Moan: 1 suppase
this wonld counLama mert of interplapatary
¥Eyige, thaongh it was certainly a spectacul-
ar csse of Lhr mountain coming to Mahomat,

Tha devicaa mentioned
tam be classed an “ongines™ afpce they da
repredent delibernte sttempts to cross space
by mechanical means, however crazy the act-
wal suggestlicna were im detail. TYowards the
end of the 1ALk century, writers bacame more
call sparcuhipa, poasihly becauwar the public
wan becomiog anfficiently well sducaled to
Sée thraugh the propoasls they put farsnrd —
Lhongh loaking at some of tha things we read
in the daily press nowadays thiabardly sasas
a sufficient esplanation. Then, taa, the in-
vemtion af the ballacn im 1783 had tarped
aliention towsrds mavigation of the ailma—
sphere rmiher than the remoter pariu af the
Umivarae, ¥hatever the reason, tLhe 19th
cenlury wan well wnder way before Lhe Inter-
planstary atory pot inte its atride again,
and ateadily proliferated mntil it now ascms
that there are very fev carmers af Lhe¢ Cammonm
which are oot pretiy thoroughly expleored. In
the luat ccnlury, also, the Lypeas of propuml-
nfon which are stil} o common fictional wae
began te eatabliah themselvan and to be work-
ed ¢ut lo some detail, They fall imto three
maim clagmes — projectilen, sutigravity and
rockets — each af shich we mill illmalrate
by seme typical examples.

in thia sectlion
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above: the Thiogs tLa Coms

belowi Northrap's wodel electremmgnatic

Space-fimn.

lagncher; i contemporary rea-
dering of Cyramo's First attespt.

e Y

SPACE GUXS

The idea of the spaca—gun doea aol, ax
genarnlly bellaved, origimate with Jules
Yoerme, nlithaugh he provided s with the moast
famcus (or motorleus) apecimen of Ita clapa.
According Le Professor Nicolsan, the capeept
Tirst appesra in priot as early aa 1728 in a
little—known boak by one Vurtagh MeDemsot
ealled, rather originally, "a Trip to the
Moon"™. McOsarmotl trawelled to Lhe Moon by
rothet, after Ltha atyle aof Cyrano de Barge-
rac, bmt camg back inm truo Yerne atyle after
inducing tha Selenites Lo dig a great halg
cantaining seven thanannd barrelas of Fenpas—
der. He muat have had a very glib amd ner=
suanivo tongue te talk the inkabitants inta
daimg =211 this work for him: bat ane natas
alao that he was Iriah. fere Ia Mcheymotl'a
description af the projects

“%e alreidy know, mald 1, the Height of
Llhs Moon'a Ltmasphere, and know hav Gum-
povder will rajae a Ball of any Weight to any
Reight. Kow | deaign 1o place myself inmthe
Middle of tam wncden Yesseln, placod ene with-
im another, with Lhe autermoat atrongly boop-
ad with Iron, Lo prevent fta breaking. Thin
1 will place over 7,000 Barrcls af Feawder,
shich I kmaw will raise me ta the Top of the

Vtmaapheare ... Bat befora 1 hlow myaslf wp,
I'11 provide mysellf wmith & largs pafir af
¥imgs, which 1 will faaten to ay Arms  {n my
Reating—place, by the belp of which [ will

fly dawn Lo the Parth.*

Tha lastl item providea sdistinctly mod=
orn tooch, with its hint of hraking ellipaas
and swpersonic glides back inte the atma-
aphere,

Jales Yerne'a "Prom thr Farth te the
Moon™ appearedinm 1883, and ita seyuel "Raund
Lthe Unan" {m 1R70. It §a difficult to say
Just hovuerisusly Yorme took the ides of hin
mamaatlh €annom, becauss so mmeh of Lhe atary
ia facotionaly written, Bat he wenl to a
goad deal ef tranhle to check his aatromom-
fcal facts amd figurea, and had ther balliat-
fea of the prujectile worked aut by bis bra-
Lhor—in<las, & professsr of mathemaljca.
Trabnbly he believed that if such a run camld
be built It might be capable of wending m
projeciile to the Moon, hat it secms walike-
ly that ba serionuly jmagined that amy of the
occupanta wonld have asmrvived tho shock af
takeoffT.

The “Columbiad=, sa f§t wna chriatemed,
e a O00-faot vortical barre! aunk in the
ground im Florida. It weighed 68,040 tazs
and wns packed with 400,000 poands of gan-—
cottarn (Lhen & naw e3plomive), and the cylin-
drical abhell wan made of the recestly dia-
toavered wander metal, alumiojiwam. It cont
$3,446,87S, shich in those days was gquitie a
lot of maney, theugh mowndays sf courae it
vouldn‘t 4Lerp a ouclear phyalcint 1n heavy
bydrogen,

Igmoring tho fmposaibility of ita pro-
Jectien, VYernr’sprojectile snat bo canaider—
rd aas the firat really aciocntifieally con-
coived apace veasel. It had bhydruulic sback
ahsorbera, air—cosditicming plane, padded
walla with windows deeply sct 10 Lhew, and
similar arrangemants shich so pow acgcepl as
rommanplace in aay well ardered mpaceship, |
baed hardly say, however, that the gun §tself
waald pet have produced Lhe results predict=
ed by Yerme. Willy Ley dimpwaea af {1t pret—
ty tharoughly im his beok “Nockets and Space
Travel®, Chrpter 10. Xot only would Lhe in-
itisl aecaleration of acaer 10,000 £ hbave

canyrrted the travillera into practically
mopomalecolar filas in a fou microaeconds,
but  the projeclile itaelf weuld have baen

destroyed before leaving the harrel awing Lo
the alr in ita path. It ju of soms inLereat
that both Oberth and vom Pirguet have atteapt-
ad ta see f thare are any conditiana under
shich a sapace gum ea aperata, for exmaple
by building It om a vory high moustaia and
rvncuating the barral to redoes air reaiat-
agca. Even {p these circumatnncens, hasewsr,
the preject aerma impossible.

Yerme's gun  waa pot by any msana the
Inat of its kind, and searcely loas famous
was that devised by H.G. Sella for the film
Ihings to Com: {(1038). Thia cavued much
annoyanee {n Lhe British Imterplapstary So—
ciety at the time, 4t helng genarally felt
that Wella had let wa down pretiy badly,
The explanation may be that Wella wasm mot
much interested ip acience aa nclomcer ha
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SPACE TRAVEL 1M FACT AXD FICTION

(contd.)
axplicitly denisad attempling technalogieal
prophecy, and was alvaya more iElerested im

the impace of aciencs on aocisty. Caertainly
bis space-gun wae Bo morr Ispracticable Lhan
his sptli—gravity acresns, shich we will din-
cuan latur, yot they arcossd ma asuch ire,
thaugh the law of the conservation of epergy
was really guite well wunderatood inm 1000,
Fat, of ¢aurae, there was no A.1.8. in thoaa
days.

Teo much mare plamaible atieapts Lo mase
the apace-gun =— [n conjumelion with rocket
propulaioan — hawve appeared in Lhis cantury.

Ome ia Profeasor Naldansa's camay, "Tha last
Judyment™ (in “roasible Worlda~, 1927); tmi
a morr Lhorough Lresntmrnt sas made Lo the

interesting book “Zare to Fighty~ (1931},
sritten by the well koown alectirical engineer
E. F. Northrup mpder the snlikely nase "Akkad
Pasedeman™. Yhin boak, tLhimly diaguised as
fiction and apparently containing some real
sxtoblographical moterial, wss really 2 sor-
jous attiempl Lo shav that space travel comld
ba achiaved. Coertaimly it mant he the omly
faterplanetary romamee with & farty-page
Saihematical aprendiz and photographa of Lhe
madels constructed to test the theories im-
volved!

Karthrup, belog a practical scientiat,
realissd that humanm beings comld anly sarvive
being ahat from a gusm If the barrol was made
immansely long and the mccelerntion cor—
reapandiagly redoced, Lhangh sustained for s
longer period. Me therefare waed an eleelro-
magnatic gun (details of frequemecy, phame
ste are diacusaed at some lrogih) atretebing
for 200 kilometrea along ML, Fopoeatapell.
Even this dfd not give the Tull welacity of
eacapey, ald Lhe flonl lmpulse wae previded
by rocketa,

¥e do not oftem ctome across spaca—guns
in thesa more sophisticated days, for their
fondnasatal disadvaptages are Loo clearly
recognised and gquitemnavoidable, Travelling
st 5K acceloration, ane must caver a diat—
ance of over a Lhoosand kilometres hofore
raschiog sscaps velacity, and any practical
Inunching device canld only be a fractioa of
Lhia length and produce & cerreapondingly
amall fraction of Lhe regaired velocity. i
track ovem a hundred KM lang, fer exnmple,
would anly prodoce a tenth of F¥, L dosa
not mecensatily follow, however, Lhit space~
guna will ¥ar be omed, for they may woll
come into their own for ane apecial bul vapy
impartant application vhere they can be waed
wndar ldeal conditfana. ] refer to the pro-
Jection of fuel from & Moam bane to space-
ships orbiting elther Lhe Moom or Farth,
where the requirad Initial velecity ia relat-
ivaly saall anad therw would he oo restrict-
ions awt by airresistance sr accoleration,

{to be coatinmad)

» veny siort editorial

The reader =ill notiee that the toms of
our reviews in thia issve Is almast uniform-
ly one of asperity, and this is mat anm acci-
dent. The lasl year baa nol bagn & goad ene
in acience fictiom, sltheuph we anjoyed mare
scomomic atability than wve have hesn wsed te
— it wan mot a year of brillismt sriting er
viciting Bav developments. ¥o sav the begin-
ning of apace flight achieved im reality,
but Lhat triwmph sas na surprise. VUhat was
aclepce flction doing, beniden realing omitn
Isurela? Cam we atill serlausly clais tLhat
we are in prophetic apeculation ahead af Lha
developmant of our culiure's aapirationas?

On a more practical plane, is science
flction making material pregress — are se
galping more rendera, vwinning academfc re-
canition, impreving owr standards profeas-
iomally, diasceiating the field from calta
aid Io genernl producing mare and hetter
wark?

¥e¢ can leoek back and chaerve that we
have made great progress since, say, 1934
ar 1048, or evem 1833 when SCIDICY FICTION
NI¥S begam publication, llave we come far
wnough far comnplacancy? _— fi.8.
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NEW BOOKS
“Scienes amd Fiction™
by Patrick Moore

(Comtd. from p. 2}

Moore says he ham " ... in every case
covmmlted the ariginal worka wander diacua-
sion,” and we can only regret that he failed
to apply the ssme Lechaique omce he rrachad
the presest Cemtaury.

The principal vyalow the Lhe rest of the
baok has in that it demonatlrates bas raasy
it ism Lo write about womethimg withoul mers
than & wague tdea of what Lhe mobject im all
aboat. Jt's really quite sisple. Don't make
any more dafinite atatementls of fael than you
¢ap avoid] comecenlrats o pronounciog judp-
Sents and dincusaing trends — apinjon pams-
*8 readily emongh for knowledge, and a wild
gnesa for Lhe truth, as lonmg an you Lall the
public shat it alrsady hazlly balisves. Tha
trick la werely to guesa right. 4ind thai's
Bot difficult in thia cane. For moms Years
2av articles about ncience fiction have boen
featured fairly aften in the pablic printa,
and since mast af these !miroduce £o new mat-
ter but pass oa vhat hay been said befars §n
8 few ariginal accownts the atory haa become
fairly familiar, Everyliternts wuat have by
mas read a dozen oF mare retellinga aof i,
and will more or leaa unconaciounly have a
few preconcaptions. Flay on thess, anmd
€ares if they are mloconcaptiona®

¥s bavo the amthor'a declarmticn (p.87)
that he has read mix isswes of SF magaxines
of Lthe yaar 1033, and it {a mot poasible 1o
pim him dawn as to jeal whal e¢lse he baa read
in the fiald am far ax Bagarines are concers-—
wd.

Kow, thia is a serioma faulit, There ia
a dofinite field of aclemce rlctfon today In
which & larga namber of writars ars wvarking
and defimite traditions and conventisma are
found, solely hecawss of fimrmabackia inter
@at Ia the wvagus body af writing to which ba
Env¥e & mame. Goermaback's name dooa mot sesa
to bs mentioned anywhere hare. Wall, we kmaw
that the idea took held amd wemt ahgad inte
variaua develoymenta. But the ¥ary canajdar-
able avalution of ideasm took placa amly im
Lhe magarinesn, and Lhat fact shewld always
be mada clear. Tha benks, cartainly many,

that bave & place im Lha bhistory of acience
Fiction after the maganines ¢ame {nto beimg
vere unjformly wnaffected by thal svolutian,
meti] very recomt years. Beokis writitiem (m
1914 or 1930 lave more im commoa with boaka
of twenly years earlier than with thy maga-
aines of their day. Only Lvs bheeka publfahed
befare 10484 gpithar mmed the eatablished pame
af the field or achuowledged the magnyinan’
exlatence, and evem may the mgagines ary inm
every aeude the dachbose of acience fictiom.
Even though gemmias SP doea appesr first im
hard covera, its writers ars gradusticn of the
magayines... bat there s mo recaguition of
thene facta here, and what |§ttle in maid of
ihe magaiines in either wroay ar incomplete.
Harold Hersey's I"I'i_l'!' Baok incalled the ar
iginal magniine, but it was meidher apecilf-
lcally devoted Lo aciencs fictifam mor a mue-
cvasful beginming of anything: Herasy waa a
pioneer, but his work wus lest,

ds wve might ewpect with thia kind of a
bachground, Lke views put ferwmrd are rathar
confused. Msore ssems to thimk Juvenile SP
Ia laportant, and diacwsses comica at length
shile be jm abamt §t, He tries to elassify
the fiald, amnd develops a theary sbaut tvo
gensral types of approach, beat axplained an
Tealistie and fantastic: he has woms fairly
obvioua and sensihle Lhings te aay abomt fg-
legrity apd accuracy, but rather apoila the
effect by bringiag im his awn pat thesriea.

Hia attempt ta aort omt the ssis pisls
and svmluats them ia interesting, and deapite
baving little infarmation te E® an he manag-—
*a Lo make sams critieal pointa. One thing
that la quite abjectionable im hig sdaption
of a characteriatie boljer—than~thou cenaer-
iag attitade.

¥Yhatever information he did gain from —
it apreara -~ quastfoniag peopla vhe clnimed
ta kmaw Lhe amawvers, thers are tao many gapa
to axcuse. If we maed a pepular axplanation
of solecce fictiom — and perhapa we de, if
thin fa all & presumeably well informed writ—
er with & scientiffe bmckground kmows about
it — {1 resmios te be writtum. "Scienca and
Fictian® fa saly golag ta obacura the swb—
Juet.
— 4.8,



BOOKS

AT A GLANCE

THE RLACE CLOUD

by Fred Hoyle

He inemagn 251 pp

in old thema, & dark clond
In interstellar space en-
guifing Lthe mslar system,
written by an smimant
aalroncmer.

laog and fuil of sarpriscs,
this s an upusual snd um-
conventionn]l SF mawel. The
atyle could bs mare read-
ohle, but thin can be recom-
metided an warth shile.

THE BODY SNATCHERS

by Jack Pipney
fleacan Docks (paper)

Invasian by eritturs which

(an far as we could faollow

the explacntien) eat people
and replace them am duplie-
ates.

Long on atmospheore and con-
viction If ahart am logic,
a goad thriller., ¥e uwader-
atand pot much different
from the seresn wersion.

JOURNEY INTO SPACE

by Charles Chilton
Pax Nooks (paper)

Novaelisation of BRC rudia
marial. NB, thia Iz mot
the atory heard in Aunatl-
ralla under thia title,
buil ita predecesanr om
the firat lanar expeditl-
ien.

Kot as oulstanding im
Lthis sedium aa ip wound,
but atill good setion and
CLER T L

TRE PO¥FR

by Frank M. Robinsoa
Eyre A Spottiawcede 180 pp

Modern witch-hunt. Usidemt-
ifled black maglclan ta be
found and eliminated... bat
moatly it's am ordinary
emough apy or murder chase
thriller.

Thera'a some patter abaut
mutations and superhumana,
and aose raviewers treat
it aa aciemce fletion, ma
wa're linting it. Aa a
thriller, youw may like it.

PRISOKERS OF SATURN - an
Interplagetary ddventure
by Domald Soddaby
Radlay Head

I111. Harald Joass

Juvenile. Satorm Evped-
ition finda an advapeed
pratean imtalligent race.

lneredible, otherwiae
fine.

QUEST FOR PAJARO

by Edward Maxwell
Meinesann 118 pp

Tima=glip, [llar goes =0
yuara shead to war-damaged
Barape. Kolhing #las to
speak of happenn.

Unxuell im anld to ba a
froat for “a well-—knownm
sriter-, lNorbmpa his othar
work is batter.

SEVIN DATS Y0 NEVER

by Fail Frank

Conatable 244 pp

The Reds bhave thia Plot,
ass, ta knotk off the
goaod ol' USA while all
its bald defendera are
alaeping off Christans
hangovara.

Sabre-rattling robhiash.
Nangeroua rubbinh, smeamr-—
aging the atlitudes fL
eEnNresnen,

THREE TO CONQUER

hy Eric Frack Rmasell
Duhaon 224 pp

Talepathy, invaderas from
Yenus vhe aperate with
husas zombies ,.. aren‘'t
s galting themos like
these rather too aftan?

Russell ia st home in a
plot almont traditionally
his awm.

Thia roa in wadlns an
"Call Hiw Dea

YET TROURLE CAME (am old-
fashlcmad movel sal im
tha futura)

By Richard Blake Prawm
Casaell 182 pp

The omly ¢lue to the date
sgsas Lo be & refarsace
Lo twvo conlemporary writ—
ara baing deoad: pel wa-
welcame pewa, bmt ...

Yhat Orows and Camasell
thought they were doing
is a aystery.
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